
June 26, 2003

The Honorable Earl Pomeroy
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Pomeroy:

On behalf of the National Rural Health Association (NRHA), I would like to thank you
for your strong support for improving rural healthcare during the Medicare prescription
drug debate.  As always, you have been unwavering in your support for necessary
reforms within the rural health system.

While the final Medicare package is still under development, the NRHA is encouraged
that both chambers of Congress recognize the need to address rural health inequities
during this historic debate.  Your work, as a member of the House Committee on Ways
and Means and as Co-Chair for the House Rural Health Care Coalition, was essential in
including a substantial package of rural reforms in the prescription drug bill.  In addition,
I appreciate your specific efforts to address the current inequity built into the Medicare
payment system for rural healthcare providers.

Again, thank you for standing strong for the future health of rural Americans.  Thanks in
large part to your efforts, there is a strong possibility that rural health providers will see
major improvements as part of the Medicare prescription drug package.

Sincerely,

Wayne Myers, MD
President


